Advent - Week 2 (
Waiting with Purpose A DVENT

Deut. 8:1-10 / Luke 1:26-38 WATCHING & WAITING

0

MESSAGE NOTES

We learn about waiting from the wilderness wanderings of God’s
people. (Deuteronomy 8:1-10)

God's ability to work through our waiting is closely connected to
how we are to view the trials we face in life. (James 1:2-4)

Bottom line: Waiting prepares God's people for what's next.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

Describe a time where the waiting you faced felt more like a
punishment?

In what ways was God using the time in the wilderness to prepare
His people for what was coming next?

How would you describe to someone else how waiting can be a
good thing? What benefits come from waiting?



GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY

Deuteronomy 8:1-10
“The whole commandment that | command you today you shall be
careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess
the land that the Lord swore to give to your fathers. 2 And you shall
remember the whole way that the Lord your God has led you these
forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to
know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his
commandments or not. 3 And he humbled you and let you hunger and
fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers
know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread
alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the
Lord. # Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not
swell these forty years. > Know then in your heart that, as a man
disciplines his son, the Lord your God disciplines you. ¢ So you shall
keep the commandments of the Lord your God by walking in his ways
and by fearing him. 7 For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good
land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in
the valleys and hills, 8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees
and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, ¢ a land in which
you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a
land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper.
10 And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the Lord your God
for the good land he has given you.

Luke 1:26-38
26 |n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary.
28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is
with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to
discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 3! And
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father
David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How
will this be, since | am a virgin?"35> And the angel answered her, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—
the Son of God. 3¢ And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was
called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary
said, “Behold, | am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to
your word.” And the angel departed from her.



