
MESSAGE NOTES:                                                            12.17.2023 

THE SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS  
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel  
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God 
appear Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, 
O Israel.  

Emmanuel means, "God with us.” 

As you prepare for and celebrate Christmas, it is 
important to remember: 

• God was with you in the past. 

• God is with you now. 

• God will be with you in the future. 
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GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY 
Romans 8:31-39 
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, 
who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son 
but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge 
against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to 
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than 
that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who 
indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 
36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the 
day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, 
in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, 
nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Matthew 1:18-25 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they 
came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet: 
 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
     and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which     
 means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from     
 sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded  
 him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she  
 had given birth to a son. And he called his name  
 Jesus. 
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