MESSAGE NOTES: 02.05.2023

FORGIVE
LIVING WITH A “FORGIVING SPIRIT"

We are forgiven by God and commanded to offer that same
forgiveness to others.

J Ephesians 4:32 "Be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ
forgave you.”

God’s command to forgive means taking a new way of
thinking into the relationships we have.

. Matthew 5:38-42

° Matthew 20:25-28

God’s command to forgive is for more than just the person
we forgive:

J Forgiving helps maintain unity amongst God'’s people.

o Forgiving stems off feelings of bitterness and
resentment in us.



GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY

Romans 12:9-21

9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is
good. 10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one
another in showing honor. " Do not be slothful in zeal, be
fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 2 Rejoice in hope, be patient in
tribulation, be constant in prayer. > Contribute to the needs of
the saints and seek to show hospitality. 14 Bless those who
persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 'S Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in
harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate
with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 7 Repay no
one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in
the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. ' Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but
leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is
mine, | will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something
to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his
head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

Matthew 20:20-28

20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him
with her sons, and kneeling before him she asked him for
something. 2 And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said
to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at your
right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” 22 Jesus
answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you

able to drink the cup that | am to drink?” They said to him, “We
are able.” 23 He said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit
at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is
for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” 24 And
when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two
brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know
that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great
ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among
you. But whoever would be great among you must be your
servant, 27 and whoever would be first among you must be
your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”



