MESSAGE NOTES: 01.15.2023

REFUGE
What are you turning to?

Understanding Righteousness - The refuge of knowing you
are “good” or “right” with God.

Just religion falls short in making us right with God.
Religion as a personal set or institutionalized system of
attitudes, beliefs, and practices.

. Mark 10:17-27

o Matthew 23:25-28
When seeking the refuge of knowing we are right with God
- we need to start with grace, not just religion.

° Luke 18:9-14
Appealing to the grace of God does not abolish the place of

religion in our lives, it casts it in the correct light.

e  Titus 2:11-12




GOD’'S WORD FOR TODAY

Romans 3:21-28

21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested
apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets
bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no

distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by
faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his
divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 |t was
to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he
might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in
Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded.
By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law
of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart
from works of the law.

Luke 18:9-14

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in
themselves that they were righteous, and treated others
with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. " The
Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, | thank you
that | am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers,
or even like this tax collector. 12 | fast twice a week; | give
tithes of all that | get.” '3 But the tax collector, standing far
off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner! 4| tell you,
this man went down to his house justified, rather than the
other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but
the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”



