MESSAGE NOTES: 9.12.2021

RE:FOCUSED
For Our Future

Matthew 16:13-25
. Church is established in the testimony that Jesus is the
Christ - the Son of the living God. (v16)

. Church exists as the called out gathering of those who
believe this. (v18)

. Church functions by our faithfulness to God'’s plan over
our wishes. (vw21-25)

For Our Future is a campaign focused on building the
church with a heart for those who aren’t yet a part of it.

Psalm 78:4 We will not hide them from their children, but

tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the
Lord, and his might, and the wonders that he has done.

3 Questions:

1. How does Jesus’ exchange with Peter and the
disciples in Matt 16 challenge some of the typical
views of church?

2. Why is it sometimes difficult to set our minds on the
plans of God?

3. What excites you most about the For Our Future
campaign that Gethsemane is launching today?




GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY

1 Peter 2:9-10

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. 1 Once you were not a
people, but now you are God's people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Matthew 16:13-25

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea
Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the
Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist,
others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that |
am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you,
Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this
to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 1®8 And | tell you, you
are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 12 | will give you the
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged
the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on
the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This
shall never happen to you.” 22 But he turned and said to
Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me.
For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but
on the things of man.” 24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will
find it.



